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Dear Members

Upcoming Events

Fri 24 Nov :: Advanced Prac�ce :: Glasgow, 7.30pm–9pm

Sat 27 Jan :: Winter Mee�ng :: Glasgow

Sat 16 March :: Training Day :: Tulloch

Sun 12 May :: Bell Sunday :: h�ps://bellsunday.org

Sat 18 May :: AGM and Striking Compe��on :: St Andrews

News

SACR October mee�ng :: Edinburgh

The SACR October mee�ng in Edinburgh was a good day with lots of ringing, from rounds on 8 to
Sgùrr A'Chaorachain Surprise Royal, ably led by Ruth Marshall. There was ringing at St Cuthbert's,
St Mary's Cathedral, and St Andrew and St George's West. Evening entertainment was organised by
Simon Aves who got us racing through a lead of Cambridge and London with a table-top game, and
then leaping around on the floor to plain hunt played on squeaky dog toys. Anne Leigh-Brown and
team worked hard behind the scenes preparing the ringers’ tea. Thanks to everyone for their
input!
Judith Stark, Edinburgh

My SACR weekend! :: Thursday – prac�ce at St Mary's, a very good place to hone bell handling
technique and bell placement: You can't "get away with it" here! Ian and his team are working
hard with learners and a small band. Friday – prac�ce night with the flourishing band at
Haddington, to reconnect with Sally, whom I got to know on the "Recruitment/Reten�on" working
group and who took those ideas forward. Chris led a snappy, wide-ranging prac�ce. Saturday – the
SACR day: A�er ringing in all towers, all abili�es, there was the business mee�ng and a delicious
tea full of buzzing cha�er... followed by more fun with dice and squeaky-toy games. Sunday –
service ringing at St Mary's where, having rung on twelve and had thirty people si�ng out, it was
sadly back to the few! Then up to STAGs on George Street for their post-service ringing and, a�er
wai�ng for the organist to change his shoes and belatedly exit behind the congrega�on across the
ringing circle, the band was able to con�nue! Thanks to Ian and Barbara who put me up (and put
up with me). Thanks to all involved in the organisa�on of the day. Three cheers for the SACR.
Lynne Sydes, Dumfries/Carlisle
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SACR Bell Restora�on Fund 50-50 Club draw :: The winners of the draws made at the SACR
Mee�ng in Edinburgh are as follows:

• June – Judith Frye (Dunblane)
• July – Stephen Elwell-Su�on (Dundee)
• August – Kerry Graham (Dumfries)
• September – Isabel Crane (Aberdeen)
• October – Fiona Wheater (Dunblane)

Each winner won over £33. Thank you everyone for your con�nuing support. November and
December draws will be carried out at Aberdeen prac�ces.  So you s�ll have a chance of winning
this year.  If you don't have a draw number and wish to join in, please email Ruth Ogilvie on
50-50club@sacr.org for details.

Welcome to new SACR Members

• Inverness – Catherine McLaren, Michael Pearce
• Dundee – Andy McKenzie
• Edinburgh St Mary – Fiona Bridge, Ian Brown, Annabel Bruce, Louise Stanford, Kenton Wilson
• Haddington – Ed Dee, Arthur Kidner, John Lawrence
• Edinburgh StAGW – Irina Dudina, Erin Scratcherd

Annual report for 2023 :: Simon Aves is the new Report Editor (report@sacr.org). Simon will be in
touch shortly for tower reports and other informa�on for the annual report.

Belfry Sunday :: St Cuthbert's, Edinburgh
Photos from belfry Sunday at St Cuthbert’s on 22 October. Plain hun�ng with volunteers. We each
had a handbell and physically swapped places then rang in order. It worked a treat. Sue explained
what we were doing to the congrega�on. We did a demo and then asked for a couple of volunteers
to join us and have a go. The minister really liked the way we were inclusive — but that’s ringing all
over!
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Peal of "firsts" :: A great range of “firsts” in this Glasgow peal
h�ps://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1662540

Sco�sh Handbell Day :: Glasgow
Notes ahead of the day: h�ps://www.handbellringing.co.uk/blog/planning-a-handbell-day
Simon Gay, Glasgow

A facebook report about the day: Had a challenging and very successful Sco�sh Associa�on
Handbell day in Glasgow... courses of Cambridge Surprise Minor, Yorkshire Surprise Major and,
icing on the cake, my first quarter peal of Maximus in hand. Huge thanks to my amazing friends
Rachel Milner, Ian Brampton Turner, Sue Turner, Jenny Holden, Tina Stoecklin and many others not
on facebook for a fabby day.
Anthony Cole, Inverness/Balnaferry
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... And a men�on in the CCCBR's President's Blog!: h�ps://cccbr.org.uk/2023/10/13/presidents-
blog-85

Inveraray :: There were a couple of follow-up le�ers in the Ringing World to the Inveraray Fes�val
at Fi�y ar�cle. One (RW No.5864, p.902) from Rick Dirksen with reminiscences about Norman and
Elsie Chaddock, Inveraray bell tower maintenance back in the late 1960s and early 1970s, etc. And
another (RW No.5865, p.926) from Roddy Horton with a link to interes�ng Inveraray photos from
the late 1960s and 1970s: h�ps://bnd-online.co.uk/Pics/Inveraray_pics.php. Great to get this sense
of history.
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CCCBR Videos :: At the Central Council AGM in September, Vicki Chapman launched two new films
produced to support publicity, recruitment and general awareness about bellringing.
    "Discovering Bellringing" is approx 9 mins long and shows how its done, how the local
communi�es enjoy it and the mul�-faceted aspects of ringing: h�ps://youtu.be
/lGuJxuCH8xw?si=4iix_xyo0z3EfdjD
    "Enjoyment" is a short 2 min film with excerpts on what ringers of all ages find enjoyable about
ringing: h�ps://youtu.be/RjQCmBYKea8?si=W-nNzJnXdL5yyb-a
    These videos are free to use and would be great as part of a talk or general awareness
informa�on. So please use them at your tower, for any social media announcements, etc. as and
when you need them.

Social media
For up to date info on social media:
h�ps://www.facebook.com/sco�shbellringing
h�ps://www.instagram.com/sco�shbellringing
h�ps://twi�er.com/SBellringing
h�ps://www.sacr.org
@sco�shbellringing
@SBellringing
h�ps://www.facebook.com/groups/bellringers

The SACR Commi�ee
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